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EXAMINER'S AMENDMENT 

An examiner's amendment to the record appears below. Should the changes 
and/or additions be unacceptable to applicant, an amendment may be filed as provided 
by 37 CFR 1 .312. To ensure consideration of such an amendment, it MUST be 
submitted no later than the payment of the issue fee. 

Authorization for this examiner's amendment was given in a telephone interview 
with Colin Cini on 29 August 2006. 

The application has been amended as follows: 

In the Specification 

The following paragraphs replace the prior versions: 

[019] FIG. 5[[A]] is a perspective view of an alternate example of a spring pin. 

[020] FIG. 6[[5B]] is a perspective view of yet another alternate example of a spring pin. 

[030] A first example of a spring pin 66 is a hollow cylinder, split lengthwise by a single 
slot 86. Alternately, a spring pin 166 (shown in FIG. 5[[A]]) may include a single helical 
slot 186 or a spring pin 266 (shown in FIG. 6[[ 5B 3]) m ay contain a coil 270 instead of a 
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slot. An outer diameter 88 of the spring pin 66 is slightly larger than the pocket width 70 
prior to being received in the pocket 62. When the spring pin 66 is received in the 
pocket 62, the outer diameter 88 is compressed slightly to fit inside the pocket width 70. 
The received spring pin 66 exerts a compressive load that retains the lug 64 in the 
pocket 62, thus preventing excessive wear due to vibration and cyclic loading during 
operation. 

The above changes to the specification correlate to drawing changes pre- 
approved by the examiner (see In the Drawings, below) 

In the Claims 

Claim 7 has been amended as follows: 

7. (Currently amended) The anti-rotation lock of claim 5[[6]], wherein: 

said spring pin further comprises a hollow cylinder, split by a helical slot i s he li cal . 

The above change to claim 7 overcomes an objection to claim 7 for failing to 
further limit claim 6, since a helical slot does not further limit a linear slot. The 
amendment is support by at least FIG. 5A. 
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In the Drawings 

The following changes to the drawings have been approved by the examiner and 
agreed upon by applicant: 

View number "5A" must be renumbered as - 5 --. 
View number "5B" must be renumbered as - 6 -. 
The reference numeral "65" in FIG. 2 must be - 66 -. 
In FIG. 5A, the reference numeral "188" must be deleted. 
In FIG. 5B, the reference numeral "288" must be deleted. 

The above changes to the drawings must be made in order for the drawings to 
comply with 37 C.F.R. §1 .84. Regarding the view numbers, consecutive Arabic 
numerals must be used, unless the views are partial views of one another (37 CFR 
§1 .84(u)(1 )). Regarding the replacement of numeral "65" with "66" and the deletion of 
"188" and "288", numerals "65", "188" and "288" are not mentioned in the description (37 
CFR§1.84(p)(5)). 

In order to avoid abandonment of the application, applicant must make these 
above agreed upon drawing changes. 
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Statement of Reasons for Allowance 

The following is an examiner's statement of reasons for allowance: 

The instant invention is deemed to be directed to an unobvious improvement 

over the invention patented in United States Patent No. 4,632,634 (Vinciguerra et al. 

hereinafter). 

Vinciguerra et al. show an anti-rotation lock for preventing circumferential 
movement of a stator segment 1 in relation to a gas turbine engine case 3 to which it is 
mounted, comprising a pocket 8 disposed within the case at a location thereon 
proximate to the vane segment 1; a lug 5 received with the pocket and protruding 
inwardly from a surface of the case and engagable by the vane segment to prevent 
circumferential movement thereof with respect to the case; and a spring 9 received 
within the pocket and engaged with the lug to compressively retain (6,7) the lug within 
the pocket. 

Vinciguerra et al. fail to fairly suggest the lock used on a split case wherein the 
lug protrudes inwardly from an inner surface of the split case, wherein the spring is a pin 
that retains the lug. And in the examiner's opinion, it would not have been obvious at 
the time the invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to modify the 
casing of Vinciguerra et al. to be a split case wherein the lug protrudes inwardly 
therefrom and the lug being retained by a spring pin, as is required in all of the claims. 

Any comments considered necessary by applicant must be submitted no later 
than the payment of the issue fee and, to avoid processing delays, should preferably 



Application/Control Number: 10/827,103 Page 6 

Art Unit: 3745 

accompany the issue fee. Such submissions should be clearly labeled "Comments on 
Statement of Reasons for Allowance." 



Contact Information 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Richard Edgar whose telephone number is (571) 272- 
4816. The examiner can normally be reached on Mon.-Thur. and alternate FrL, 7 am- 5 
pm EST. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Edward Look can be reached on (571 ) 272-4820. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) orpv1^J2-fl^0j J 

Richard Edgar 
Examiner 
Art Unit 3745 
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